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If you've got gardeners on your holiday gift list, all they really want is
several months of steady, soaking rains. A good 500 hours of frost
without a hard freeze would also be appreciated. And one frustrated
green thumb told me that a species of gophers that eats only oxalis,
pampas grass and dandelions would render her pathetically gratefull

For those of us without a direct line to Mother Nature, the following
list, including everything from practical tools to once-a-year-splurges,
is probably the next best thing

a great selection of colorful, washabls and Sun-Day
Afternoon shade hats in up to 50+ UPF protection. At about $40
each, these are a great way to protect someone you love who
spends hours in the sunny yard. They also have a wide range of
rugged Speare and Jackson spades, forks and shovels
$39.99-$54.99 built in Sheffield, England, to last for more than 200
years. On a smaller scale, consider a dependable Felco hand
pruner, lopper or saw.

On the practical side, The Garden Comiani on Mission Street offers

A Conant Custom Brass westher instrument, such as a rain gauge
or thermometer, makes weather-watching fun. Made in Vermont,
these beautiful products combine traditional elegance with accuracy
and are guaranteed to last a lifetime $27 to $50.

The Garden Company is also known for its wide selection of birding
supplies, including the popular Squirrel Buster feeding system
$25-$50, ingeniously designed to frustrate even the most




